Baptisms, weddings and funerals by arrangement with the Rector. 

Church Officers

Rector

The Revd W Sloan – Tel: 01257 453665; E-mail:billsloan5@btinternet.com
The Churchwardens

Mr Robert Hawthornthwaite – Tel: 612952.

Mr John Clarkson – Tel: 612855; E-mail: shipsinfocus@btinternet.com
Licensed Reader

Mr Stan Pickles – Tel: 615708; E-mail: stan.pickles@virgin.net
PCC Secretary
Mrs Margaret Clark – Tel: 616990; E-mail: mic0802@hotmail.co.uk 
PCC Treasurer

Mrs Barbara Wood – Tel: 617679: E-mail:  bw12252@sky.com
Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr Bill Prescott, Mrs Avril Wright, Mr Philip Wilson.

Stewardship Recorder/Gift Aid Secretary

Mrs Pearl Read.
Magazine Secretary

Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.
Flower Secretaries

Mrs Althea Slater – Tel: 614966, and Mrs Marion Clarkson – Tel: 612855
Electoral Roll Secretary

Mrs Julie Tanham – Tel: 612992
Verger: Mrs Val Simpson – Tel: 614458.
Weekly Giving Envelopes:  Please contact the Churchwardens.

Organisations

Sunday School – meets 10.30am in School.
Leader: Mrs Kathleen Leigh – Tel: 612196.

Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30pm, 3rd Tuesday, in School.

Leader: Mrs Joan Wilson – Tel 613063; E-mail: joan_wilson@btinternet.com

St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday in School.

Secretary: Mr Ted Hopkins – Tel: 617002.

Hoole St Michael C E Primary School

Head Teacher: Mrs Kathryn Melling – Tel: 613219.

1st St. Michael’s Hoole Scout and Guide Groups

Group Scout Leader: Julie Fenton 01772 451467.

Friends of St. Michael’s – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church.

Chairman: Eric Barker – Tel 614385.  Secretary: David Turner – Tel 614192.

Church Web Site: www.hoolevillage.com and www.hooleparishchurch.com
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Calendar for October & early November
Sunday    Oct.     3rd       Trinity 18
                      9.00am     Holy Communion         (BCP)   

                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)    

                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer.    

                      4.00pm     Holy Communion  (Old Mill Court).

Sunday               10th      Trinity 19 

                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   
                    10.30am     Morning Prayer          (CW)     
Thursday           14th     

                      2.30pm     Tots Praise    
Sunday              17th       Trinity 20 

                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)  
                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)    
                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer

Sunday              24th       Trinity 21  (Bible Sunday)
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   

                    10.30am     Family Communion   (CW) 
Sunday              31st        All Saints Sunday (Trinity 22)

                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)

                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW) 
Sunday  Nov      7th       Third Sunday before Advent (Trinity 23)
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)    
                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)     
                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer.    

                      4.00pm     Holy Communion  (Old Mill Court).
Thursday          11th     

                      2.30pm     Tots’ Praise    
Sunday              14th       Remembrance Sunday ( Trinity 24)
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   
                    10.30am     Service of Remembrance     
Service Times:  At a recent meeting of the PCC we agreed to the suggested new time of 10.30am for our mid morning Sunday Worship.  This will take effect from October 3rd.  When relevant, Baptisms will then follow at 12.00 noon.

From the above list of services we are pleased to announce that Sunday Oct 24th will be observed as Bible Sunday.  Also note that Tots’ Praise for young children with an adult continues on the second Thursday of each month.
Magazine material to Honey Penrose or Stan Pickles by October 17th.   
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From the Rector
Advent is just around the corner. Advent Sunday is the 28th November and then we begin our countdown to Christmas. Where has the year gone? I hear you ask. Time flies by. According to John Humphreys, on Radio 4 as I write this article, time moves quicker when we are up a ladder. When you have worked that one out let me know the answer, after all it must be true as it was stated on Radio 4. 

Truth is often a strange concept. What is true for one person may not be true for another. The President of Iran, for example, has stated the Twin Towers atrocity may have been caused by America itself and not by others. Can we really see this as truth or is he deceiving himself!

Whenever I read a newspaper to catch up on what is happening in the world I get a certain slant on truth. And when I watch News at 10 I hear the news items repeated but quite often there is yet another slant. Even people who read the Bible, and I would suggest we all should, sometimes read into the text just what isn’t there. So how should we understand the Bible and how should we read it? 


Perhaps a good starting point is to think about any recent novel, poetry, history, or myths, etc. you may have recently read. I am sure you will not have read the poetry as an historical document. Equally we wouldn’t read history as myth, or perhaps some people do!


The Bible contains many types of literature and to read the Bible as history, for example, would be a mistake. 

We are considering how to read the Bible at the God our Rock studies on a Sunday evening between 6.30 and 8.00pm. Do feel free to come along. We are meeting in Church for another week or two and we re-start on the first Sunday in October.

In our Church school, St Michael’s, all the staff work very hard to ensure the children are taught the truth. There would be no point at all in teaching a young child that 2+2 = 10. They would see this as untrue as clearly the answer must be 4 (or is it)!!

When we started Tots’ Praise on the second Thursday in September it was a joy to see the inquisitiveness in the young children’s eyes and their willingness to have a go and explore. Tots’ Praise meets every second Thursday of the month between 2.30 and 3.00pm. It gives the young children the opportunity to play together and the adults, time to enjoy chatting with other adults.
(Continued on page 4)
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During the week before our Church Harvest services, the schoolchildren were in Church for their Harvest service. The pupils’ presentation of the Bishop’s Harvest appeal was inspirational and the church was full with children from school together with many parents and friends. The Harvest gifts brought by the children were diverse. Some were the Harvest of this area while others were the Harvest of far away countries. But they are all the Harvest of the world. 

The world’s harvest this year has been hit by various tragedies. Russia is not selling grain due to a shortage in that country while America is reaping an enormous crop. This should be good news for the people of the world but apparently Commodity Traders are buying up the grain from America and holding on to it until the world food prices rise and then selling it to make a larger profit. I wonder what Christ thinks of this action by a few as it affects many and it will adversely affect many of the world’s very poor. It is certainly not in keeping with Christian teaching as Christ tells us in the Gospels to care for the poor and the downtrodden. 

Perhaps our message for Harvest should be, yes we have plenty but what about those who don’t? We shouldn’t ignore them. If we did it would be a travesty of the Truth we proclaim every Sunday.

Yours in Christ, Bill

Bulb Saturday – Saturday 9th October

This is a Social Committee initiative and on Saturday Oct 9th, commencing at 10.30am, we invite you to come along and help us to plant masses of Crocus and Snowdrop bulbs in the churchyard.  If you have your own bulb planter, please bring it along, although we do have some available. 

A poster giving full details is displayed in the Church porch.
Annual Churchyard ‘Tidy Up Day’ 
            On Saturday November 6th from 9.00am onwards we are holding our annual churchyard tidy up day, when we look forward to a good turnout of helpers as has been the case in previous years.   During the course of this year we have been fortunate in receiving a couple of loads of fine top soil which will be ideal for a little in filling and levelling off where necessary.  So if you feel able to help in this way, the loan of a wheelbarrow together with spade, rake and a strong pair of arms to use them would be most helpful.  

There will of course also still be the usual mountains of leaves to transport to the far end of the churchyard – jobs for everyone.  So if you have an hour or two to spare on that day please come along with your gardening tools to help, it will be greatly appreciated. 
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Ladies’ Group

The 41 members who attended our 35th birthday meal at the Grapes in Croston last month all enjoyed the evening, and were delighted to receive badges commemorating the anniversary. A surprise announcement was that Joan Wilson would be stepping down as leader at our AGM in January and that Linda Sloan, our rector’s wife, had kindly agreed to take on the leadership. Grateful thanks were given to Linda and to Joan for her 18 years as leader.


This month is the time of year we invite the Men’s Fellowship to join us and, this year, the talk is to be by the North West Air Ambulance. The evening starts at 7.30pm at St Michael’s C of E Primary School, Liverpool Old Road, Much Hoole and all are cordially invited. 


Would the committee members please note the new date of 8th November for the next meeting.




Erika

Acknowledgements
At a number of funerals held recently in church, the families concerned have requested that ‘in memoriam donations’ may be given to the church in lieu of floral tributes, and on some of these occasions, other very worthy charities have also been named as joint recipients of such donations.  
We do pass on our sincere condolences to all the recently bereaved families and thank them for thinking of the church at this their time of loss.  
We take this opportunity to list the recorded amounts received to date:

In memory of
Barbara Banks:   £440.00                                  Pat Cleece:       £213.50
Vernon Collier:      £123.00                                        Helen Evans:        £190.00
Bill Hart:                 £97.55 

In addition, we also record the sum of £325.00, received from a legacy on the estate of the late Mavis Moscrop, who died earlier this year.  

These extra funds which we receive from time to time are greatly appreciated and do help us to maintain the church and its grounds to the very high standard as befits our listed building.  Visitors to the churchyard will see that recently several of the benches have recently been renovated, and very soon, the churchyard paths, which have deteriorated quite badly, are to be resurfaced. 

Christian Aid

A Concert by The Leyland Male Voice Choir 
Saturday October 30th at 7.30pm 
at New Longton Methodist Church 
Tickets costing £5 including light refreshments are available from Church Christian Aid representatives or Cath Greenlees: tel. 01772 613500.
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Holy Baptism         “We welcome into the Lord’s Family”

29th August          JESSICA  PEYTON  ODDIE  daughter of 
                            David and Julie Oddie of Walmer Bridge.

 5th September     ELISE  FRANCESCA  daughter and

                            MAX  ALEXANDER  son of 

                            Mark and Katrina Wilson of Hertfordshire.

                            ISLA  MAY  THOMPSON  daughter of

                            Christopher and Michelle Thompson of Hutton.

12th September    LAUREN  CECELIA  KEARNEY  daughter of 

                            Stuart Kearney and Lorna Clark of Much Hoole.

19th September    FARRELL  NICHOLAS  EASTHAM-SANDY  son of

                            Nicholas Sandy and Anita Eastham-Sandy of Longton.
Holy Matrimony    “Those whom God hath joined together”
  4th September    CHRISTOPHER  NEIL  WILSON  and

                             LYNN  PROCTER  both of Leyland.

                            JASON  ALEC  RODGERS and

                           
CATHERINE  AINSLEY  ORRITT  both of Mold, North Wales. 
The Departed         “Rest eternal grant unto them”
19th August         PATRICIA  CLEECE  aged 70 years of Much Hoole. 

                           Cremation followed at Charnock Richard.

20th August         VERNON  EDWARD  COLLIER aged 71 years of Much Hoole.

                           Interment followed in the Churchyard.

31st August         MARGARET  (PEGGY)  HUNT aged 77 years of Little Hoole.

                           Interment in Churchyard followed Service at Methodist Church.

 1st September     IDA  ELIZABETH  WAREING aged 80 years of Much Hoole.  
                           Interment in Churchyard followed Service at Methodist Church.

8th September      HELEN  EVANS aged 92 years formerly of Walmer Bridge.
                            Interment followed in the Churchyard.

17th September    WILLIAM  HART aged 82 years of Walmer Bridge.

                            Interment followed in the Churchyard.

FROM THE REGISTER OF SERVICES 
                                                      Attendance   Communicants   Collections

August       22nd   (Trinity 12)                 76                     73                      
£409.35
August       29th    (Trinity 13)                   102                     88                            
£587.20
September   5th      (Trinity 14)             134                                  96                                                    
£646.45
September    12th   (Trinity 15)                78                          25                             
£492.55
September 19th       (Trinity 16)            102                  81                      
£501.15  
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Sidespersons’ Rota (October/November)

    3rd      9.00am.      Rob McMurray                 
            10.30am.      Eric Barker   John Aughton   &   Janet Tugman     
              3.00pm.      Clifford Orritt

   10th         9.00am.      Brian Taylor                          

            10.30am.      Bill Carr   David Turner   &   Olivia Graham               
   17th     9.00am.      Henry Redshaw       
            10.30am.      Gill Slinger   Norman Skellorn   &   Tom Wignall

              3.00pm.      Sylvia Douglas

   24th     9.00am.       Jeremy Leigh

            10.30am.         Scott Eckersley   Ted Hopkins   &   Julie Roe   

                                  (Assisted by Newly Confirmed Members)

   31st     9.00am.      Val Van Holsbeke   
            10.30am.      Bill Prescott   Elizabeth Hedley   &   Philip Wilson.

     7th         9.00am.       Rob McMurray                 
            10.30am.      Eric Barker   John Aughton   &   Janet Tugman     
              3.00pm.      Peter Smallwood

   14th     9.00am.      Brian Taylor

            10.30am.      Paul Johnson   Richard McIlwaine   &   Jean Aughton   
Rota for the Leading of Intercessions  (October/November)
                9.00am.                    10.30am.
     3rd      Rector                                   L Sloan                 

   10th      V Simpson                 J Clarkson
   17th      L Sloan                      S Pickles
   24th      Rev. A Wynne                Rev. A Wynne               

   31st      Rector                        Rector

     7th      J Clarkson                  Rector

   14th      Rector                        Rector  
Church Flowers (October/November)

                                Arrangers                                     Donor

          3rd            Harvest Octave

        10th            Mrs A Crivaro                              Mrs Lawrence      

        17th               H Johnson                                       Mr & Mrs P Johnson                                                                

        24th            A Slater & E Kirkham       Altar      Mrs & Mrs S Taylor              

                                                                 Pedestal  Mrs E Houghton
       31st               J Davidson & P Read                       Mrs D Green
         7th             M Clarkson & J Smallwood         Mrs S Bracewell
              14th            J Aughton & S Westell       Altar  Mr Dickinson
                                                                 Pedestal  The Pickles Family
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Readers’ Rota  (October/November)
              9.00am.              
10.30am.
     3rd      +++++++        
G Slinger   
Habakkuk  Ch 1  vv 1-4 & Ch 2,  vv 1-4.

               J Clarkson          
E Hopkins          
2 Timothy       Ch  1  vv 1-14.   

   10th      +++++++          
J Dewhurst        
2 Kings  Ch  5  vv 1-3 & 7-15c.
               S Tighe             
B Wood             
2 Timothy  Ch 2  vv 8-15.
   17th      +++++++           
D Turner           
Genesis       Ch  32  vv 22-31.  

               M Redshaw       
C Bamber         
2 Timothy   Ch 3  v 14 to Ch 4 v 5.
   24th      J Wilson              
+++++++        
Romans      Ch 15  vv 1-6.

               +++++++   
Young People     
 St Luke      Ch  4  vv 116-24. 

   31st      +++++++        
J Ashcroft       
Isaiah         Ch  1  vv 10-18.
              V Van Holsbeke   
 J Clarkson        
2 Thessalonians  Ch  1  vv 1-12.
     7th      +++++++           
J Elphick          
Job             Ch 19  vv 23-27a.
               L Sloan              
G Slinger    
2 Thessalonians  Ch 2  vv 1-5 & 13-17.
    14th     +++++++          
W Prescott        
Remembrance Sunday Readings
               S Pickles           
E Hopkins         
Remembrance Sunday Readings  

Autumn Fair
At a recent meeting of the Parochial Church Council it was decided that profits from the Autumn Fair this year should be channelled directly in support of the urgent Flood Disaster Appeal in Pakistan.  The event will take place on Saturday October 16th and as last year will run from 11.00am till 1.30pm, and will include lunch refreshments of hot jacket potatoes with a variety of fillings; other refreshments and drinks will also be available.  
There will be a wide selection of stalls to include farmers’ produce stalls and home made preserves, cake stalls, cards and other attractions including a raffle and tombola.  The earlier start last year proved to be a great success; please give this year’s event even better support and help this very urgent need.

Diary Dates for October and early November

Sat Oct   9th:  
Bulb Planting Saturday, from 10.30am at Church.
Sat Oct 16th:  
Autumn Fair in School from 11.30am till 1.00pm. 

Tue Oct 19th: 
Joint Meeting of the Ladies’ Group and Men’s Fellowship in                          School at 7.30pm: ‘The work of the NW Air Ambulance’. 

Sat Nov 6th:  
Annual Churchyard ‘Tidy Up Day’ from 9.00am
Mon Nov 8th:
Ladies’ Group Committee meeting at Low Barn 7.30pm.
Mon Nov 8th:  
PCC meeting in school at 7.30pm.

8

