Baptisms, weddings and funerals by arrangement with the Rector
Church Officers

Rector

The Revd W Sloan – Tel: 01257 453665; E-mail:billsloan5@btinternet.com
The Churchwardens

Mr Robert Hawthornthwaite – Tel: 612952.

Mr John Clarkson – Tel: 612855; E-mail: shipsinfocus@btinternet.com
Licensed Reader

Mr Stan Pickles – Tel: 615708; E-mail: stan.pickles@virgin.net
PCC Secretary
Mrs Margaret Clark – Tel: 616990; E-mail:  mic0802@hotmail.co.uk 
PCC Treasurer

Mrs Barbara Wood – Tel: 617679: E-mail:  bw12252@sky.com
Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr Bill Prescott, Mrs Avril Wright, Mr Philip Wilson.

Stewardship Recorder/Gift Aid Secretary

Mrs Pearl Read.
Magazine Secretary

Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.
Flower Secretaries

Mrs Althea Slater – Tel: 614966, and Mrs Marion Clarkson – Tel: 612855
Electoral Roll Secretary

Mrs Julie Tanham – Tel: 612992
Verger: Mrs Val Simpson – Tel: 614458.
Weekly Giving Envelopes:  Please contact the Churchwardens.

Organisations

Sunday School – meets 10.30am in School.
Leader: Mrs Kathleen Leigh – Tel: 612196.

Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30pm, 3rd Tuesday, in School.

Leader: Mrs Joan Wilson – Tel 613063; E-mail: joan_wilson@btinternet.com

St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday in School.

Secretary: Mr Ted Hopkins – Tel: 617002.

Hoole St Michael C E Primary School

Head Teacher: Mrs Kathryn Melling – Tel: 613219.

1st St. Michael’s Hoole Scout and Guide Groups

Group Scout Leader: Julie Fenton 01772 451467.

Friends of St. Michael’s – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church.

Chairman: Eric Barker – Tel 614385.  Secretary: David Turner – Tel 614192.

Church Web Site: www.hoolevillage.com and www.hooleparishchurch.com
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Calendar for November & Early December
Sunday  Nov.     7th       Third Sunday before Advent (Trinity 23)
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)    
                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)     
                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer.    

                      4.00pm     Holy Communion  (Old Mill Court).
Thursday          11th     

                      2.30pm     Tots’ Praise    
Sunday              14th       Remembrance Sunday (Trinity 24)
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   
                    10.30am     Service of Remembrance 
Sunday              21st       Christ The King (Next before Advent) 

                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)  
                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)    
                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer

Sunday              28th       The First Sunday of Advent
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   

                    10.30am     Family Communion   (CW) 
Sunday    Dec.    5th       Advent 2
                      9.00am     Holy Communion         (BCP)   

                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)    

                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer.    

                      4.00pm     Holy Communion  (Old Mill Court).

Thursday             9th     

                      2.30pm     Tots’ Praise    
Sunday               12th      Advent 3 

                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   
                    10.30am     Morning Prayer          (CW) 
                                       (With Sunday School Presentation)    
Service of Lessons and Carols:  Our service of Lessons and Carols this year is to be held in church on Sunday December 19th at 6.30pm and again we would like to swell the numbers in our choir for this occasion; nothing too difficult will be attempted.  Please let Stan (615708) or either of the Churchwardens know if you will be able to join us, and see the weekly sheet for any rehearsal dates.

Magazine material to Honey Penrose or Stan Pickles by November 21st.   
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From the Rector

In Hebrews chapter 11 verse 1 we read, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”. This is the often quoted verse from Holy Scripture to define what faith is. 

In the marriage service we often use 1 Corinthians chapter 13, and in verse 13 we read, “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love”. So here although reference is made to faith we discover that love is greater, 

There are many, many references to faith in the Bible and to love of course and quite often we discover they are mentioned together.  Faith and love or love and faith.

When we talk about having faith in such and such a person or such and such a product we are using the word faith in a slightly different way to which it is used in the Bible. When we read verse 1 of Hebrews 11 (quoted above) we come across the words assurance and conviction; this appears to speak of certainty.  But certainty about what? What do we hope for and what can we not see? 

Perhaps the greatest time when we need faith in something or someone is when we are facing dilemmas. Dilemmas occur for all sorts of reasons; changing jobs, how to bring up our children, the church we attend, or should we attend church at all, an illness in the family, the conflicting advice we so often receive and sometimes even the very holiday we choose can cause a dilemma. Of course at this time of year many of our year 6 children will be facing a dilemma over their choice of High school.

Well, what should we do with these dilemmas? We can of course hold onto them and make ourselves very ill indeed with worry. We can worry about them day and night never letting go until our own illness is a part of the dilemma. Another option, and I would suggest a much simpler one, is to pray about them realising that we can usually do nothing at all about them but we know God and sometimes many others can. The Lord’s Prayer, and we pray this pray at least once every Sunday, contains the line, ‘Lead us not into temptation’. A better translation of course is “keep us from times of trial”. The trials and tribulations we encounter are not sent by God to test us; rather they are the fruits of a fallen world. We encounter them for a variety of reasons and when we encounter them our answer should always be to pray and to give them to our Heavenly Father who loves us immeasurably. God’s love for all humankind and for his creation is greater than anything we could ever think of, even greater than our faith. But where our faith comes into the equation is through prayer and by asking God, through whatever channels, to bring a solution to our trials and 
Continued on page 4
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tribulations. In our case our daughter is ill and we trust God for the expertise of the doctors and nurses. Akin to this is the peace God gives to us all when we talk with him about our concerns. We know we can leave them with God and stop worrying. Of course there will always be times when we pick up the worries again but that is yet another opportunity to put them back where they belong, at the foot of the cross.
So faith, hope, love abide but the greatest of these is love. Love is the greatest because it is God’s love for you and for me. Nothing is greater than that. 

Yours in Christ,  Bill

Advance Notice: The next PCC is on Monday 8th November at 7.30pm in St Michael’s School. The proposed agenda is on the church notice board.

Ladies’ Group: It was good to welcome the Men’s Fellowship to our meeting last month when we all enjoyed the talk by Jackie Northover of the NW Air Ambulance. 


This month, on the 16th, Mrs Molyneux and her daughter are coming to speak about and demonstrate “Découpage – Card Making”, which promises to be an interesting evening.


Next month, on the 8th, we have our annual Christmas Coffee Evening which is open to all, when Lancashire ladies Doris & Elsie are coming along to entertain us. You are warmly invited and refreshments are included in the £5.00 admission. There will also be a bring and buy stall and a raffle.

Men’s Fellowship: Our membership thank the members of the Ladies’ group for their invitation to their last meeting, when we all enjoyed the interesting presentation on the work of the Air Ambulance Service.

      There is a change to our published programme due to the unavailability of the speaker advertised, so instead of the talk on the Cunard Line, Peter Cordall has agreed to bring his talk forward and on Tuesday November 9th the topic for the evening will be ‘Photography’. 

       The following meeting will be on Tuesday December 14th and as usual takes the form of a Christmas Dinner, which will be held at the Fox Cub; Ted Hopkins (617002) has menus for this evening available, and would like choices and numbers back by our meeting on November 9th. 
Quiz Night:  Once again the Social Committee have arranged a ‘Quiz Night’ which will be held in Hoole Village Hall on Wednesday November 24th at 

7.30 pm.  Quiz-master for the evening will be the popular Kevin O’Brien, who always brings plenty of humour to the occasion.

        The cost will be £2.00 per person and we invite teams of four people to attend, however teams can also be quite easily made up on the evening, so just simply come along and discover how clever (or otherwise) that you are.  
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Much Hoole Village Plan Steering Group: As a follow up to the circulated questionnaire and feedback gleaned from its results, an ‘Action Planning Workshop’, to which all residents are invited, is to be held in Much Hoole Village Hall on Wednesday November 17th from 6.30pm.  This meeting has been facilitated by South Ribble Borough Council, and members from the Council, together with members of the Steering Group, and representatives from Lancashire Police and the NHS, will be in attendance to either address the meeting or simply answer questions.


During the evening there will be an opportunity to visit several workshops dealing with items which were high on the list of priorities identified by residents.  These include:- Youth activities, a possible New Village Hall, Environment – Highways and Road Safety, Community Safety and Health.  It is hoped that following this meeting next steps forward, a timescale and conclusions will be identified and made clearer. 

Stan       
Craft Fair: This event, organised by the Joint Churches Group will be in Hoole Village Hall on Saturday November 20th from 10.30am till 1.30pm.  We are pleased that a reasonable number of people have come forward to share and demonstrate something of their own individual craft or hobby, which means that we should have a varied array of skills on display.  However it is not too late to volunteer, if you have a particular skill which lends itself to this type of event please ring Stuart (612963).  Most importantly please give this event your support by simply going down there or maybe even having a try yourself.  As it spreads over a lunchtime, once again ‘Eric’s range of Jacket Potatoes’ will be available, and there will of course be items for sale to help finance the event.

FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS MARKET

with light refreshments

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH HALL, LONGTON

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 12th - 10.00am-6.30pm

and SATURDAY NOVEMBER 13th - 10.00am-5.30pm

Variety of foods (Christmas cake, chocolates, snacks, cookies, dried fruit....)

Christmas gifts (brass, carved wooden items, jewellery, small toys, Palestinian products), stationery and Christmas cards....

For further information call Cath Greenlees:  01772 613500
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Holy Baptism         “We welcome into the Lord’s Family”

26th September    CHLOE  KATE  SELLS  daughter of 
                            Michael and Rachael Sells of New Longton.

10th October           MIA  SEREN  KELLY  daughter of
                            Sarah Louise Kelly of Little Hoole.

17th October         MASIE  BURROWS  daughter of 

                             James and Laura Burrows of Longton.

Holy Matrimony    “Those whom God hath joined together”
  4th September    WILLIAM  ANTHONY  JOHNSON  and

                             LAURA  JAYNE  KAYLOW  both of Morecambe.

The Departed         “Rest eternal grant unto them”
FROM THE REGISTER OF SERVICES 
                                                      Attendance   Communicants   Collections

September  26th  (Trinity 17-Harvest)  255                   124                       £  924.50
October        3rd   (Trinity 18)                       103                   85                              £  441.30
October      10th   (Trinity 19)                 100                                 34                                         £        418.70
October         17th  (Trinity 20)                  105                       82                       £      469.60
Readers’ Rota  (November/December)

              9.00am.                  10.30am.
     7th      +++++++            
J Elphick            
Job             
Ch 19  vv 23-27a.

               L Sloan               
G Slinger    2 Thessalonians   
Ch 2  vv 1-5 & 13-17.

    14th     +++++++            
W Prescott         
Remembrance Sunday Readings

               S Pickles            
E Hopkins          
Remembrance Sunday Readings  

   21st      +++++++           
B Wood               
 Jeremiah    
Ch  23  vv 1-6.  

               S Tighe                
D Turner            
Colossians  
Ch 1  vv 11-20.

   28th      M Redshaw       
+++++++           
Romans      
Ch 13  vv 11-end.

               +++++++     
Young People              
St Matthew
Ch  4  vv 116-24. 

     5th      +++++++           
J Dewhurst         
Isaiah         
Ch 11 vv 1-10.

               J Wilson          
J Ashcroft          
Romans      
Ch 15 vv 4-13.

   12th      V Van Holsbeke 
+++++++          
James        
 Ch  5  vv 7-10.

               +++++++          
Young People    
St Matthew
Ch 11    vv 2-11.  

Acknowledgement:  Following the publicised acknowledgements in last month’s magazine; we acknowledge receipt of a further £165.00 received in memory of the late Bill Hart. 
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Sidespersons’ Rota (November/December)

     7th         9.00am.  
Rob McMurray                 
            10.30am.  
Eric Barker   John Aughton   &   Rona McLure     
              3.00pm. 
Peter Smallwood

   14th     9.00am.  
Brian Taylor

            10.30am.  
Paul Johnson   Richard McIlwaine   &   Jean Aughton   
       21st     9.00am.  
Henry Redshaw       
            10.30am.  
Bill Carr   David Turner   &   Olivia Graham               
              3.00pm. 
Clifford Orritt

   28th     9.00am.    
Jeremy Leigh

            10.30am.    
Gill Slinger   Norman Skellorn   &   Tom Wignall                                     

                              
(Assisted by Newly Confirmed Members)

     5th     9.00am.    
Val Van Holsbeke   
            10.30am.    
Eric Barker   John Aughton   &   Rhona McLure     
              3.00pm.   
Sylvia Douglas

   12th     9.00am.    
Rob McMurray                 
            10.30am.    
  Scott Eckersley   Ted Hopkins   &   Julie Roe   

Rota for the Leading of Intercessions  (November/December)
                  9.00am.                    10.30am.

     7th        J Clarkson                   Rector

   14th        Rector                             Rector  
      21st        V Simpson                       L Sloan                 

   28th        L Sloan                        J Clarkson

     5th        S Pickles                       S Pickles
   12th        J Clarkson                      Rector

. Church Flowers (November/December)
                           Arrangers                                     Donor
     7th        M Clarkson & J Smallwood           Mrs S Bracewell

       14th        J Aughton & S Westell        Altar  Mr Dickinson

                                                          Pedestal  The Pickles Family

    21st        J Martland & J Wilson                      Mr & Mrs S Taylor
    28th          H Johnson                                       Mrs E Gilkes  
      5th         B Wignall & A Dalton            Altar      Mrs D Parker   

    12th        A Slater & E Kirkham    Pedestal    Mrs E Houghton       
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Autumn Fair:   Following the slightly changed format, which was tried for the first time last year, our Autumn Fair was once again held over the lunch-time period, and those who attended enjoyed the snack lunch in the form of hot jacket potatoes with a wide choice of fillings.  This format does create a much better atmosphere to the day, but we would welcome suggestions as to get more people there, in particular we would love to see more young families enjoying the occasion.  However we do thank every one who gave their support, either by supplying goods for sale, manning the various stalls, or simply coming along on the day.  It had been decided by the PCC that proceeds from the event this year should go to support the Pakistan Flood Disaster Appeal, and the final account is as follows.

Bric-a-brac     
£12.45                 
Raffle                         
£111.00                  

Cake Stall         
£73.50                 
Ploughman’s Lunch   
£37.00                 

Country Kitchen
£109.10              
Teas etc.                     
£18.60                   Produce Stall     
£114.30               
Soft Toys/Crafts          
£38.20                 Tombola               
 £85.10              
Hot Potatoes               
£88.50 

                                           Total       £687.75
Diary Dates for November and early December

Sat Nov 6th
Annual Churchyard ‘Tidy Up Day’ from 9.00am. (See the full article in last month’s magazine)

Mon Nov 8th  
PCC meeting in school at 7.30pm.
Mon Nov 8th
Ladies’ Group committee meeting at Low Barn at 7.30pm
Tue Nov 9th  
Men’s Fellowship in School at 7.30pm; ‘Photography’, a                            presentation by Peter Cordall (A change to our advertised                            programme, see the article on page 5)

Fri Nov 12th/
Fairtrade Christmas Market in St Andrew’s Church Hall, 

Sat Nov 13th 
Longton Open Friday: 10am-6.30pm and Sat: 10am-4.30pm

Tue Nov 16th
Ladies’ Group Meeting in school at 7.30pm. ‘Découpage –                 Card Making’, a presentation by Mrs Molyneux and Daughter
Sat Nov 20th
United Churches Craft Fair to be held in Hoole Village Hall                           from 10.00am till 1.30pm. (See article above)
Tue Dec  7th 
Ladies’ Group Christmas Coffee Evening.

Tue Dec 14th 
Men’s Fellowship Annual Dinner at The Fox Cub 
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