Baptisms, weddings and funerals by arrangement with the Rector 

Church Officers

Rector

The Revd W Sloan – Tel: 01257 453665; E-mail:billsloan5@btinternet.com
The Churchwardens

Mr Robert Hawthornthwaite – Tel: 612952.

Mr John Clarkson – Tel: 612855; E-mail: shipsinfocus@btinternet.com
Licensed Reader

Mr Stan Pickles – Tel: 615708; E-mail: stan.pickles@virgin.net
PCC Secretary
Mrs Margaret Clark – Tel: 616990; E-mail:  mic0802@hotmail.co.uk 
PCC Treasurer

Mrs Barbara Wood – Tel: 617679: E-mail:  bw12252@sky.com
Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr Bill Prescott, Mrs Avril Wright, Mr Philip Wilson.

Stewardship Recorder/Gift Aid Secretary

Mrs Pearl Read.
Magazine Secretary

Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.
Flower Secretaries

Mrs Althea Slater – Tel: 614966, and Mrs Marion Clarkson – Tel: 612855
Electoral Roll Secretary

Mrs Julie Tanham – Tel: 612992
Verger: Mrs Val Simpson – Tel: 614458.
Weekly Giving Envelopes:  Please contact the Churchwardens.

Organisations

Sunday School – meets 10.30am in School.
Leader: Mrs Kathleen Leigh – Tel: 612196.

Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30pm, 3rd Tuesday, in School.

Leader: Mrs Joan Wilson – Tel 613063; E-mail: joan_wilson@btinternet.com

St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday in School.

Secretary: Mr Ted Hopkins – Tel: 617002.

Hoole St Michael C E Primary School

Head Teacher: Mrs Kathryn Melling – Tel: 613219.

1st St. Michael’s Hoole Scout and Guide Groups

Group Scout Leader: Julie Fenton 01772 451467.

Friends of St. Michael’s – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church.

Chairman: Eric Barker – Tel 614385.  Secretary: David Turner – Tel 614192.

Church Web Site: www.hoolevillage.com and www.hooleparishchurch.com
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Calendar for December & Early January

Sunday    Dec.    5th       Advent 2
                      9.00am     Holy Communion         (BCP)   

                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)    

                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer.    

                      4.00pm     Holy Communion  (Old Mill Court).

Thursday             9th     

                      2.30pm     Tots Praise    
Sunday               12th      Advent 3 

                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   
                    10.30am     Morning Prayer          (CW) 
                                       (With Sunday School Presentation)    
Sunday              19th       Advent 4 

                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)  
                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)    
                      6.30pm     Service of Lessons and Carols

Friday               24th       Christmas Eve

                    11.30pm     Holy Communion      (CW)

Saturday           25th       Christmas Day

                    10.00am     Family Communion   (CW)
Sunday              26th       The First Sunday of Christmas – St Stephen
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   

                    10.30am     Family Communion   (CW) 
Sunday  Jan.     2nd        Christmas 2 - Epiphany
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)    
                    10.30am     Parish Communion    (CW)     
                      3.00pm     Evening Prayer.    

                      4.00pm     Holy Communion  (Old Mill Court).
Sunday               9th       Epiphany 1 – Baptism of Christ
                      9.00am     Holy Communion      (BCP)   
                    10.30am     Morning Prayer          (CW)  
Tots’ Praise

Tots’ praise continues on the second Thursday of every month for all our pre-school children and the adults who look after them. This is a great opportunity for adults to get to know others and for the children to make new friends. We sing, listen to a story and play (and the children enjoy themselves too). What could be better?

Magazine material to Honey Penrose or Stan Pickles by December 12th.   
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From the Rector
Our new church year has started; Sunday 28th November was the First Sunday of Advent and the year is known as Year ‘A’. Our cycle of readings and prayers are split over three years, A, B and C, which ensures we read around the whole of the Holy Bible and for each of the three years we focus on one Gospel in particular. We have just finished reading Luke’s gospel and are starting with Matthew. Yes you’ve guessed it; Year B (2012) is Mark. So where is John’s gospel? 

You will know of course that John’s gospel hasn’t been left out and in fact it permeates all three years on those wonderful occasions as Christmas and Easter to name but two. John’s gospel, often referred to as the Spiritual Gospel, tells us nothing about the ancestry of Jesus, we get that from Matthew and Luke and we don’t know who wrote it. The gospel is ascribed to a John but this John is unknown to us mere mortals.

In our 9 lessons and carols service on Sunday 19th December at 6.30pm our final lesson is John chapter 1 verses 1 to 14. It is that lovely chapter which refers to the Messiah as being the Word. It talks about the Word becoming flesh and living with humanity. In this reading we rightly talk about St John unfolding the mystery of the Incarnation, the mystery of the birth of Jesus. And of course it is a mystery. In fact it is such a mystery that many people find it too hard to believe. It really does take a step of faith to believe God came into the world in human form. 

I wonder what Mary thought when faced with the Archangel Gabriel. I suspect she would have been frightened but his recorded words to her are, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.’ [See Luke chapter 1 for more information about Gabriel’s visit to Mary.] Much has been written about Mary over the years and some of it is quite derogatory but I think the best writings refer to Mary as someone very special, someone who loved God with all her heart, soul and mind and her neighbour as herself. This is the picture of Mary I have in my mind: someone who is kind, considerate, loves her family very much and above all, loves God. Perhaps she is an example we could all follow as we move through Advent towards Christmas.

This morning I was in a shop and a prominent notice displayed the words’ Only 36 more shopping days to Christmas.’ What a shame Christmas is viewed in this way. I think a better notice would have been, ‘Only 36 more days to Jesus’ birthday.’ Our society forgets so easily that Jesus is the reason for the season. Adverts on television, in magazines and newspapers draw us all towards parting with our last penny to, in all probability; buy someone the present they just don’t want. So many unwanted or unneeded presents used to end up in charity shops or car boot sales. But now I suspect most will end up on e-bay. This does raise the very important question of why we buy presents in the
(continued on page 4)
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 quantities we do and also, why we even buy some of the presents we do.

When the Wise people visited Jesus, he was given three significant presents (not 33!!). We read nothing about presents from Mary or Joseph just the Wise people’s presents. Today, society has turned all this around. We put Jesus into the background and presents in the fore ground of our thinking. 

As we look around for presents this year, I wonder what significant presents we will find for our loved ones. And what significant present would we like to receive from God? What are you expecting from God this Christmas and for the whole of 2011? What do you think God wants to see happening in Hoole parish? The Archbishop of Canterbury and undoubtedly others, have said, “Find out what God is doing and get involved.” Christmas, when we celebrate the birth of the Messiah Jesus, is a wonderful opportunity to discover what God is doing. Discovery is always wonderfully exciting but can be a little scary. We may discover our thoughts are not God’s thoughts, our ways not God’s ways. So let’s pray as one for God’s direction for 2011 and let his will be done.

Yours in Christ,  Bill
Nine Lessons and Carols Service
Our annual nine lessons and carols service takes place at 6.30pm on Sunday 19th December. This is a very traditional service and one to which you may feel able to invite your friends and family. It is that great time of year when we can sing Christmas carols throughout the service while praising God for his goodness and holiness.

We are once again hoping to have a good sized choir this year; if you would like to be a part of the choir and rehearse some beautiful words and music let either Rev Bill, Linda Sloan or Stan Pickles know, and/or keep an eye out for notice of the first practice on the Sunday sheets. Remember you are not committing yourself to the choir every Sunday; this is a one off occasion. So do come along and enjoy. 
After the service everyone is invited over to school for mulled wine and mince pies, which the Social Committee are providing.
Yours in Christ,  Bill
Christmas Services in Church 2010
Thursday 25th November 
School Advent service at 9.10am

Sunday, 12th December 
10.30am  Includes Sunday School  prize giving.

Friday, 17th December 
School service of 7 lessons and carols at 1.45pm. (School closes today for Christmas break)

Sunday, 19th December
6.30pm  Service of 9 lessons and carols.

Friday 24th December   
Midnight Holy Communion service starting at 11.30pm

Saturday 25th December
Short Family Service 10.00am (Bring along one of your Christmas presents)

Sunday 26th December
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)                      

10.30am Parish Communion (CW)
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Celebration of Marriage
On Sunday 30th January (the 5th Sunday of the month) at the 10.30am service we are having a Celebration of Marriage. This will give us all the opportunity to think about the vows we made to our partners and before God at our wedding. Many of us made our vows many years ago and although we will remember some of them I wonder if we can recall them all. Perhaps we can. 

During my ordained ministry I have conducted many, many weddings and each time I am deeply moved by the sincerity of the commitment the couple make to each other. This is always true irrespective of the age of the couple.

Like many in our congregation Linda and I have been married for many years. In fact it is our 40th wedding anniversary in March 2011. Everyone is very welcome to the 10.30am service where we will renew our commitment to our spouse and before God. What better way to start another decade together.

Following the Celebration of Marriage, light refreshments will be available. 





Yours in Christ,   Bill

Men’s Fellowship
The change of programme last month brought forward the talk on photography by Peter Cordall, who provided us with a very instructive and entertaining evening. We look forward this month to our Annual Christmas Dinner, which will be held at The Fox Cub on Tuesday December 14th at 7.30pm. 

       Our change of schedule means that our meeting in school on January 11th will be a talk by Andy Shorrock, on the Magistrates and Probationary Service. 

Ladies’ Group
We are looking forward to our Christmas Coffee Evening on Tuesday 7th December at 7.30pm – entrance is £5.00 which includes entertainment by Doris & Elsie (as heard on Radio Lancashire), home baked refreshments, the inevitable Raffle and a Bring & Buy stall! Proceeds are to go to Derian House Children’s Hospice. Non-members warmly invited (including gentlemen)!

Our AGM & Social Evening takes place next month on 18th January. Please bring along a small present. Annual subs remain at £5.00.   Erika 
Confirmation 2011
We already have a date for the Service of Confirmation next year which is Sunday March 6th and will be an evening service. Preparation classes will be held in church on Monday evenings from 6.40pm till 7.30pm in the early part of next year, and further information will shortly be distributed through the local schools.   

However, if in the meantime any adults or young people are considering confirmation, please contact Revd Bill (01257 453665) or Stan (615708).
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Holy Baptism         “We welcome into the Lord’s Family”

  7th November   
HARRISON  CHRISTOPHER  COOMER  son of 
                            
Christopher Coomer and Joanne Sutton of Euxton.

14th November  
KATIE  ELLEN  MARTIN  daughter of

                           
Ian and Christine Martin of Walmer Bridge.

21st November   
EVIE  JESSICA  INGRAM   daughter of 

                          
Christopher Ingram and Lucy Clarkson of Penwortham.

Holy Matrimony    “Those whom God hath joined together”
10th October        WILLIAM  ANTHONY  JOHNSON  and

                             LAURA  JAYNE  KAYLOW  both of Morecambe.

                            (corrected date from last month)         
13th November    JEFFREY  ABBOTT and

                               LESLEY  HAGEL  both of Walmer Bridge. 
The Departed         “Rest eternal grant unto them”
  5th November    THOMAS  HAWTHORNTHWAITE  aged 72 years 

                            of Little Hoole.  Interment followed in the churchyard.
  7th November    JOHN  KEITH  HELM  aged 56 years of Much Hoole

                            Interment of ashes only, in the churchyard.

16th November    HENRY  BALDWIN  aged 79 years of Much Hoole.

                            Interment followed in the churchyard. 
FROM THE REGISTER OF SERVICES 
                                                      Attendance   Communicants   Collections

October      24th  (Trinity 21)                101                     84                       £  481.35
October      31st   (4 before Advent)            83                   75                                £  487.70
November    7th   (3 before Advent)      112                                 94                                         £        632.65
November     14th  (Remembrance)          175                       23                       £      692.65
Acknowledgments:     Apart from three years spent in the RAF, Thomas Hawthornthwaite had lived within the parish all of his life, where he became a respected and well loved member of the local community, though known to many over recent years only by sight, as someone who loved walking and spending time in the open air.  Throughout a busy career, Thomas’s main job was that of a fireman, where he gained great respect from his colleagues.  He had also been something of a champion fund raiser for local charities, and at his funeral his family invited donations to the hospital where sadly he died whilst on holiday.  However donations were also given to the church, and we acknowledge receipt of £115.75 received in his memory.         (Acknowledgments continued on page 8)
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Sidespersons’ Rota (December/January)

     5th     9.00am.      Val Van Holsbeke   
            10.30am.      Eric Barker   John Aughton   &   Rona McClure     
              3.00pm.      Sylvia Douglas

   12th     9.00am.      Rob McMurray                 
            10.30am.       Scott Eckersley   Ted Hopkins   &   Julie Roe   

   19th     9.00am.      Brian Taylor

            10.30am.      Bill Prescott   Elizabeth Hedley   &   Philip Wilson
              6.30pm.      Paul Johnson   Richard McIlwaine   &   Jean Aughton        
       24th   11.30pm.      Bill Carr   David Turner   &   Olivia Graham

   25th   10.00am.      The Churchwardens

   26th     9.00am.      Henry Redshaw       
            10.30am.      Gill Slinger   Norman Skellorn   &   Tom Wignall
     2nd     9.00am.      Jeremy Leigh  
            10.30am.      Eric Barker   John Aughton   &   Rona McClure   
              3.00pm.      Peter Smallwood

     9th     9.00am.      Val Van Holsbeke   
            10.30am.      Scott Eckersley   Ted Hopkins   &   Julie Roe   
Rota for the Leading of Intercessions  (December/January)
                  9.00am.                    10.30am.

     5th        S Pickles                       S Pickles

   12th        J Clarkson                      Rector

   19th        Rector                          J Elphick 
   24th                                                                 Rector      (11.30pm)                                                                                                 

         25th                                                                 S Pickles  (10.00am)
      26th       Rector                               L Sloan                 

     2nd           Rector                              J Clarkson

. Church Flowers (December/January)
                           Arrangers                                     Donor
      5th         B Wignall & A Dalton            Altar      Mrs D Parker   

    12th        A Slater & E Kirkham    Pedestal    Mrs E Houghton       
    19th        All Arrangers (Christmas)   Altar   Mrs M Bowker
    26th        Christmas Floral Arrangements

        2nd        Christmas Floral Arrangements  
      9th        J Martland & J Wilson        Altar   Miss E Swarbrick 

                                                      Baptistery   Mrs S Birtles               
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Acknowledgments (continued)

Henry Baldwin moved to Hoole at the time of his retirement as a School Head Master.  He decided that the best way to get to know people and something of the area was to become involved with the church.  He became a regular worshipper at the 9.00am service of Holy Communion and in the years which followed served the church well as a Sidesman, a PCC member and Stewardship and Gift Aid recorder.  Failing health and loss of his sight meant that over recent years he had to take a less active roll; we record with grateful thanks his generosity, faithful witness and service to the church. 
Readers’ Rota  (December/January)
              9.00am.                  10.30am.
      5th     +++++++                J Dewhurst       
Isaiah            
Ch 11 vv 1-10.

               J Wilson                     J Ashcroft          
Romans         
Ch 15 vv 4-13.

    12th     V Van Holsbeke   
+++++++            
James              
Ch  5  vv 7-10.

               +++++++             
Young People    
St Matthew     
Ch 11    vv 2-11.  

    19th     +++++++               C Bamber            Isaiah            
Ch  7  vv 10-16.

               L Sloan                  
J Clarkson           Romans         
Ch  1  vv 1-7.
    24th                   11.30pm.  L Sloan               Isaiah            
Ch 52  vv 7-10.
                                              W Prescott          Hebrews           
Ch 1  vv 1-4 [5-12]

    25th                   10.00am. 
J Clarkson          
Hebrews       
Ch   1  vv 1-4. 

    26th     +++++++              
E Hopkins              Isaiah           
Ch 63  vv 7-9.  

               S Pickles             

J Elphick             Hebrews       
Ch   2  vv 10-18.

      2nd     +++++++            

G Slinger             Isaiah            
Ch 60  vv 1-6.

               S Tighe                

B Wood              
Ephesians      
Ch   3  vv 1-12. 
Diary Dates for December and early January
Tue Dec  7th  
Ladies’ Group Christmas Coffee Evening in school at 7.30pm.

Tue Dec 14th  
Men’s Fellowship Annual Dinner at The Fox Cub. 

Sun Dec 19th 
Mulled wine and Mince pies in school, directly following the Service of Lessons and Carols (courtesy of Social Committee). 

Mon Jan 10th 
Confirmation Preparation begins in church at 6.40pm.

Mon Jan 10th 
PCC Meeting in School at 7.30pm.
Tue Jan 11th
Men’s Fellowship in school at 7.30pm.

                         
The Magistrates and Probationary Service – Andy Shorrock.

Tue Jan 18th 
Ladies’ Group AGM and social evening in school at 7.30pm.
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