Church Officers

Rector: The Revd Derek A Baines – Tel: 01772 641521;                                         E-mail: baines5253@btinternet.com
The Churchwardens

Mr John Clarkson – Tel: 612855; E-mail: shipsinfocus@btinternet.com

Mr Eric Barker OBE JP – Tel: 614385; E-mail: BARKER21@aol.com

PCC Secretary
Mrs Andrea Susnik – Tel: 615336; E-mail: andrea.susnik@dwp.gsi.gov.uk 
PCC Treasurer

Mrs Barbara Wood – Tel: 617679: E-mail:  bw12252@sky.com
Deanery Synod Representatives

Mrs Avril Wright, Mrs Jane Elphick
Stewardship Recorder/Gift Aid Secretary

Mr Philip Norton – Tel: 07970 798345; E-mail: filnorton@hotmail.com
Magazine Secretary

Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.

Flower Secretaries

Mrs Althea Slater – Tel: 614966, and Mrs Marion Clarkson – Tel: 612855

Electoral Roll Secretary

Mrs Julie Tanham – Tel: 612992

Verger: Mrs Val Simpson – Tel: 614458.

Weekly Giving Envelopes:  Please contact the Churchwardens.

Organisations

Sunday School – meets 10.30am in School.
Leader: Mrs Kathleen Leigh – Tel: 612196.

Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30pm, 3rd Tuesday, in School.

Leader: Mrs Erika Penrose – Tel 613816; E-mail: jandepenrose@btinternet.com

St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday in School.

Secretary: Mr Ted Hopkins – Tel: 617002.

Hoole St Michael C E Primary School

Head Teacher: Mrs Jo Duckworth – Tel: 613219.

1st St. Michael’s Hoole Scout and Guide Groups – Group Scout Leader: 

Mr Richard McIlwain – Tel 616949; E-mail: mcilwainr@tiscali.co.uk

Friends of St. Michael’s – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church
Chairman: Mr Eric Barker – Tel 614385. 

Secretary: Mr David Turner – Tel 614192.

Church Web Site: www.hoolevillage.com and www.hooleparishchurch.com
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Services for December & January

Sunday Dec 4th

Advent 2


9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)


10.30am
Holy Communion (CW)                  

        
  12.00
Baptism


3.00pm  
Evening Prayer (BCP)



          4.00pm  
Holy Communion at Old Mill Court

Sunday        11th
Advent 3

9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)


10.30am
Morning Prayer (CW)


1.00pm
Wedding

Sunday
18th
Advent 4


9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am
Parish Communion (CW)


3.00pm
Evening Prayer (BCP)


6.30pm
Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas services:

[image: image1.wmf]
Join us for our Crib Service at 4.00pm on Christmas Eve.
Experience the Nativity in An interactive way. All Welcome.
Services also at:
11.30pm on Christmas Eve – The Midnight Communion 
9.00am Holy Communion followed by Family Communion at 10.30am on Christmas Day
Friday 6th January at 7.00pm – Said Eucharist to celebrate the Epiphany

Sunday Jan
1st
The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus (The Second Sunday of Christmas

9.00am
Holy Communion



10.30am
Holy Communion (CW)


3.00pm
Evening Prayer (BCP)


4.00pm
Holy Communion at Old Mill Court

Sunday
8th
The Baptism of Christ (1st of Epiphany)

9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)


10.30am
Morning Prayer (CW)
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The Rector’s Ramblings

Advent is almost upon us. We have held our Remembrance Service and it was wonderful to see so many folk and the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts along with retired members of the armed forces alongside our dignitaries.

By the time that you read this we will have celebrated ‘Christ the King’ as we acknowledge that it is only through the love of Christ that we are assured of our place in Heaven. 

Autumn is well and truly upon us and is a vivid allegory for the story of Christ and most especially his passion as the trees appear to die, flowers and plants disappear and we are left with dead looking seed and dried bulbs. We do know that Jesus rose again and flourished just as the trees and plants will next spring which coincides with the resurrection.

Why bring up the passion now? Strange time to mention it! Not really because we take our journey of faith as a whole and we have the advantage of being able to understand the stories looking backwards as well as looking forwards. Without Good Friday there is no Easter Day and without Christmas there is neither. 

Jesus is Lord and as we enter Advent we have a perfect time for reflection and healing. During the four weeks we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ Child by acknowledging that he is King and Lord over all of creation. We look back on our lives, most especially the last 12 months and in the quiet of our hearts we bring before God all of those things that have separated us from him.  

Having said that we must be open to the eager excitement of the arrival of the Christ child and see him through child like eyes, not all fluffy as we learned at Sunday School, but with the brilliance and lack of inhibition that children exhibit. The four weeks of Advent allow us to study the scripture and examine the word of God with the prophecies and psalms which so clearly tell us of God’s purpose for us and how it was inevitable that he came amongst us.

The green advent wreath reminds us of creation with the circle telling us of God’s eternity and endless forgiveness. The lighting of the candles foretells of the light of Christ which illumines the dark corners of our lives. The colours of the four candles (no jokes please!) of Advent remind us of aspects of the Bible stories and our traditions. One such version is in week 1; the Patriarchs of the church or the Prophets with the prophecy candle or candle of hope. Week 2; we celebrate the prophecy and joy of John the Baptist, with the Bethlehem candle or the candle of preparation. Week 3; the pink candle = the shepherd candle or the candle of joy as we celebrate the Joy of the prophecies of the birth of our saviour. And in week 4 we have the angel candle or the candle of love, as we celebrate Mary. In some churches the pink or                 (continued on page 4)
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‘Gaudete’ (Latin for ‘Joy’) candle is lit on the 4th Sunday in anticipation of the arrival of the Christ child. Many traditions and all designed to make us reflect upon our faith.

Finally we light the white ‘Christ Candle’ at the 11.30pm service on Christmas Eve to remind us of the purity of Christ’s love for us and forgiveness. The candle remains lit until the Epiphany.

So as we pray the advent prayers and worship, let’s remember to take time out to reflect upon our lives and our journeys of faith.
Your brother pilgrim,

Derek

Looking back, with a glance forward!

What a busy period! During the last 6 weeks the parish has seen a wonderful evening with the ladies’ group and men’s fellowship learning about the life of an excise man. 

We visited the Tabor retreat centre in Preston for an evening led by the missioners who work with the Mulanje Orphanage in Malawi and learned a lot more about the struggle to finance the work of the friends (FOMO) – our thanks to Jean and the rest of the group for that. 

The bells in church have rung out again as we look to set up a group in the future to play our “Petit Carillon” aided by the Bell Captain of St George’s Chorley where a similar set of bells is regularly played. We are in the process of looking at having them checked over and serviced and hopefully, in the New Year we will encourage a group of young people to join us. 
The joint Methodist/Anglican team met and the outcome was a successful craft day in the village hall – thanks to all for their efforts.

The Revd Paul Turner, the Methodist Minister, and Derek have met and arranged a couple of joint services to be held in our churches and have agreed a couple of dates for ‘altar swaps’ when the service of morning prayer will be led by Paul in our church and Derek in the Methodist church – a true sharing of our Christian outreach and common ministry. 

A lovely sunny morning saw a group of willing workers arrive to clear the churchyard of leaves before the Remembrance Day Service which was wonderful and thought provoking, thanks to all who helped on both occasions.

The ladies’ group held a meeting to be taught Origami skills, and finally, our confirmation group has commenced their work (sadly we only have 5 confirmands, but never mind, God will work with us all). The confirmation date is set as Wednesday 18th April 2012 at 7.30pm.                                                  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
· A reminder that your magazine subscription for 2012 will be due in January and will be collected by your distributor. Cost remains £7.
· Please send your magazine material to Erika Penrose, by 16th Dec.
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Prayer intentions
 
During the month we pray for:

· Ourselves that we may find peace in our hearts and minds and know the forgiveness of God.

· Our families that as we prepare for Christmas, we can recognise that it is our saviour who has taught us how to love and accept love.

· Our friends as we give thanks for friendship and companionship.

· Our church as we pray for unity and peace this Advent and we pray for every one of the congregation and those people we know best that Advent brings joy and reconciliation

· Our community, for all who live and work in the Villages and those who live closest to us that we may share the joy of the knowledge of the love of God as we prepare for his coming.

· The world, 

· We pray for farmers as they are at different stages of the yearly cycle that crops and animals may thrive.

· We pray for those adversely affected by the weather, natural disasters and famine.

· We pray for the war torn parts of the world that peace may return and violence and terrorism become things of the past. 

· We pray for the young men and women fighting for our freedom that God protects them with his Love.
· We pray for all who suffer illness or disability, especially the innocents caught up in war and especially the young men and women of our armed forces who suffer injury.

· We pray for those who have been examples to us in our lives and our journeys of faith who have died.

Water Aid
Did you all think we might not be doing this again this year?  Well the PCC apologises for being so slow off the mark in starting this off, but YES, here we go again, supporting this most worthwhile charity which will run from now until Easter. Over the past 4 years we have, collectively, donated approx £2,655.00 for which Water Aid is truly grateful.

Just a reminder of the process:

BUY A BOTTLE OF WATER (and drink it of course), then, fill it up with your loose change, when full, hand it to any PCC member.

ARE YOU A TAX PAYER? If so, please please complete the form available on the notice board and attach it to your bottle; this declaration means so much to charities. 

Please do not hesitate to contact any PCC Member if you have a question - our contact details are all in the front of the magazine.

Many, many thanks for your past, and hopefully, continued support.

Barbara Wood, Treasurer PCC.    5
FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Holy Baptism         “We welcome into the Lord’s Family”

30th October
EMILY MARIE CRABTREE daughter of                          Andrew William Thomas Crabtree and Donna Marie Harrison of Much Hoole

30th October
HENRY OLIVER HODKINSON son of                  Nicholas John and Helen Rebecca Hodkinson of Little Hoole

Holy Matrimony    “Those whom God hath joined together”
The Departed         “Rest eternal grant unto them”

14th November
MARGARET CHADWICK aged 91 years of Longton
FROM THE REGISTER OF SERVICES 
                                                      Attendance   Communicants      Collections

23rd Oct 
(Last after Trinity)
72
72
£460.61
30th Oct (4th before Advent)
80
79
£552.70
6th Nov (3rd before Advent)
72
65
£380.35

13th Nov (2nd before Advent)
158
28
£1059.17

20th Nov (Christ the King – 
73
70
£288.60
  next before Advent)
Church Flowers      
             
                  
Arrangers                            
Donor  

Dec
4th
B Wignall & A Dalton

Altar: Mr & Mrs P Parker


11th
A Slater & E Kirkham

Mr & Mrs P Blakeley





    Pedestal: Mrs E Houghton

Thur 15th
Christmas – all arrangers (Morning)

18th
Christmas
    Altar: M Bowker



25th
Christmas

Jan
1st
Christmas


8th
J Martland/J Wilson
    
Vacant




    Altar: Miss E Swarbrick




    Children’s Corner: Mrs S Birtles

Henry Baldwin
Henry was a Head Teacher in the Blackburn and Bolton areas until his retirement in the early 1980s, when he came to live in Hoole, with his wife Audrey. He attended regular worship at St Michael’s, serving for many years on the PCC and working as Stewardship Recorder to recover the income tax part of the congregation’s Gift Aided contributions.                                                                                 (please turn to page 8)
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Sidespersons’ Rota 

Dec
4th
9.00am
Brian Taylor


10.30am
Gill Slinger, Norman Skellorn & Tom Wignall


3.00pm
Sylvia Douglas

11th
9.00am
Henry Redshaw


10.30am
Scott Eckersley, Ted Hopkins & Julie Roe


18th
9.00am
Jeremy Leigh


10.30am
Elizabeth Hedley & Philip Wilson


3.00pm
Clifford Orritt


6.30pm
Paul Johnson & Richard McIlwain


24th
11.30pm
Robert Hawthornthwaite, John Aughton &       Rona McClure

25th
9.00am
Val Van Holsbeke



10.30am
Bill Carr, David Turner & Hazel Wright
Jan
1st
9.00am
Stuart Tighe


10.30am
Gill Slinger, Norman Skellorn & Tom Wignall


3.00pm
Peter Smallwood


8th
9.00am
Rob McMurray



10.30am
Scott Eckersley, Ted Hopkins & Julie Roe
Readers’ Rota

              9.00am               
10.30am
Dec
 4th
-
J Elphick
Isaiah
Ch 40: v 1-11



M Redshaw
S Eckersley
2 Peter 
Ch 3: v 8-15a



11th
-
E Hopkins
Isaiah
Ch 61: v1-4; 8-end


J Wilson
J Dewhurst
1 Thessalonians
Ch 5: v 16-34

18th
-
D Turner
2 Samuel
Ch 7: v 1-11, 16


S Tighe
B Wood
Romans
Ch 16: v 25-end

24th 
            11.30pm
R McClure
Isaiah
Ch 9: v 2-7




G Slinger
Titus
Ch 2: v 11-14

25th
-
C Bamber
Isaiah 
Ch 52: v 7-10


V Van Holsbeke
J Ashcroft
Hebrews
Ch 1: v 1-12
Jan 1st
-
J Elphick
Numbers 
Ch 6: v22-end


M Redshaw
S Eckersley
Galatians
Ch 4: v 4-7
Fri 6th Epiphany  7.00pm
E Hopkins
Isaiah
Ch 60: v 1-6



J Dewhurst
Ephesians
Ch 3: v 1-12
Ladies’ Group: On Tuesday 6th December, starting at 7.30pm, is our Christmas Coffee Evening with entertainment by The Glee Men, in aid of the Bowland & Pennine Mountain Rescue Team. This should be an excellent evening; all are welcome – tickets cost £5.00 or pay at the door; there will be a Raffle and Bring & Buy stall, and home made refreshments!
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(continued from page 6) Henry Baldwin 
Audrey died some years ago and Henry became increasingly unwell, losing much of his sight and independence. His little dog Penny was a source of consolation. He died on November last year, not having been well enough to attend church for several years, but during this time he was supported by neighbours and friends from church, and the social services.


It is therefore with gratitude that we acknowledge Henry’s love of St Michael’s, shown by his very generous legacy of £25,000, which he wishes to be used “for the general purposes of the church”. The remainder of his estate passes to his two step-children and their families.

The PCC is determined that this valuable windfall be used wisely, and no immediate decisions will be taken. Undoubtedly, however, some will be allocated to charities associated with St Michael’s, including perhaps for youth work within the parish. 

Henry made it clear that he would like some of his gift to be used for the maintenance of the fabric of the church and churchyard, where he is interred, and his executors hope that some part of Henry’s bequest may be used for some future project undertaken by the church, as a permanent acknowledgment of his generosity. 

Decisions taken by the PCC will be published in the magazine.
HELP PLEASE – Parish Verger 
Val, our Verger, has had to resign from the post plus the weekly cleaning of the church for family and personal reasons. We need a new verger (or vergers) and a team of volunteers to join a rota to clean the church each week.

Val will carry on until the New Year when we need a replacement. She has offered to help the new verger until then so that duties can be understood.

The duties encompass:

Opening the church; Setting up and clearing the altar;
Making a check on supplies of bread and wine;
Changing the frontal in line with the church season.
If the verger is available and willing to offer the time, the duties may include opening the church on Sundays and for weddings or funerals.
Please consider this ministry and let Derek, John Clarkson or Eric Barker know if you would like to take it on, or would like more information.
We must offer our heartfelt thanks to Val for the valuable work she has done to enable the smooth running of our liturgy and church activities.

Diary 

Tues 6th Dec
Ladies’ Group Christmas Coffee Evening with The Glee Men – starts at 7.30pm. £5.00pp – raffle, bring and buy
Sun 18th Dec
Nine Lessons & Carols – 6.30pm
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