Church Officers

Rector: The Revd Derek A Baines – Tel: 01772 641521;                                         E-mail: baines5253@btinternet.com
The Churchwardens

Mr John Clarkson – Tel: 612855; E-mail: shipsinfocus@btinternet.com

Mr Eric Barker OBE JP – Tel: 614385; E-mail: BARKER21@aol.com

PCC Secretary
Mrs Andrea Susnik – Tel: 615336; E-mail: andrea.susnik@dwp.gsi.gov.uk 
PCC Treasurer

Mrs Barbara Wood – Tel: 617679: E-mail:  bw12252@sky.com
Deanery Synod Representatives

Mrs Avril Wright, Mrs Jane Elphick
Stewardship Recorder/Gift Aid Secretary

Mr Philip Norton – Tel: 07970 798345; E-mail: filnorton@hotmail.com
Magazine Secretary

Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.

Flower Secretaries

Mrs Althea Slater – Tel: 614966, and Mrs Marion Clarkson – Tel: 612855

Electoral Roll Secretary

Mrs Julie Tanham – Tel: 612992

Verger: Mrs Val Simpson – Tel: 614458.

Weekly Giving Envelopes:  Please contact the Churchwardens.

Organisations

Sunday School – meets 10.30am in School.
Leader: Mrs Kathleen Leigh – Tel: 612196.

Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30pm, 3rd Tuesday, in School.

Leader: Mrs Erika Penrose – Tel 613816; E-mail: jandepenrose@btinternet.com

St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday in School.

Secretary: Mr Ted Hopkins – Tel: 617002.

Hoole St Michael C E Primary School

Head Teacher: Mrs Jo Duckworth – Tel: 613219.

1st St. Michael’s Hoole Scout and Guide Groups – Group Scout Leader: 

Mr Richard McIlwain – Tel 616949; E-mail: mcilwainr@tiscali.co.uk

Friends of St. Michael’s – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church
Chairman: Mr Eric Barker – Tel 614385. 

Secretary: Mr David Turner – Tel 614192.

Church Web Site: www.hoolevillage.com and www.hooleparishchurch.com
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Services for January

Every Monday evening at 7.00 – Evening Prayer (SSF)

Sunday 1st January
Advent 2



The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus 

9.00am
BCP Holy Communion

10.30am
CW Holy Communion 

3.00pm
BCP Evening Prayer 

Friday 6th 




7.00pm
Said Eucharist (CW) for Epiphany
Sunday 8th

The Baptism of Christ (1st of Epiphany)

9.00am
BCP Holy Communion 

10.30am
Morning Prayer

4.00pm
Old Mill Court Holy Communion
Sunday 15th 

2nd of Epiphany

9.00am
BCP Holy Communion 

10.30am
CW Parish Communion 

3.00pm
BCP Evening Prayer 
Sunday 22nd

3rd of Epiphany

9.00am
BCP Holy Communion


10.30am
CW Family Communion

Sunday 29th 

4th of Epiphany (Candlemas transferred)


9.00am
BCP Communion


10.30am
CW Communion
Sunday 5th February
3rd before Lent


9.00am
BCP Communion


10.30am
CW Communion


3.00pm
BCP Evening Prayer


4.00pm
Old Mill Court Communion
Advance notice – FOMO


The Friends of Mulanje Orphans (FOMO) AGM will be on 10th February 2012 at 7.30pm in the WI Hall, School Lane, Longton, where the annual accounts are presented, trustees elected, and a short video presentation showing the achievements in 2010/2011. This shows the positive side of how direct aid from the UK is making such a difference to over 5000 orphans being cared for by FOMO. 


Everyone welcome, light refreshments are served. 
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The Rector’s Ramblings


Have you noticed how each year the ‘review of the year’ seems to grow? 2011 seems to be being looked at in every paper, journal and TV listing and only a few seem to be looking forward. We will have a mini review in the ‘looking back etc’ section but 2011 has been a year of major change for St Michael’s with sadness, anger, joy and happiness all mixed together. 


The Christmas celebration of the recognition of the blessings offered to us by God should help us to frame 2012 as we recognise our spiritual needs and aspirations. Of course our faith is important but becomes more so as we recognise that we can lean on God and gain strength from him through our study and prayer. 2012 should be a year of inward looking as we support each other as a congregation and community but more importantly, outward looking as we seek to show others how God influences our lives and how we can share this gift. On Friday 6th January we celebrate the Epiphany when the Christ child is visited by the Magi bearing their gifts of Gold, signifying Royalty; Frankincense, signifying Holiness and Myrrh, signifying death and healing.


As God came amongst his kind, divine and yet human he presents us with many paradoxes, The Song of Simeon as he is presented with the child whom he recognises as God’s Messiah (anointed one) in Luke 2 when Simeon sang praises and then said to Mary “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” God gave Simeon the insight to recognise that the journey would be a hard one with some pain and difficulty and that Mary should be ready for whatever God’s purpose was, which we, of course know through the Passion of Christ.


Our journey of faith will encapsulate these themes as we carry the gifts of Christ in our hearts. Firstly, our own membership through baptism of the Royal Priesthood of Christ that carries the responsibility for all of us to share the Gospel, the Good News, of redemption. The recognition that through personal examination and placing our difficulties and sins before God that we are forgiven – from the BCP “Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that     (ctd on page 4) 
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he may turn from his wickedness and live;” shows us that we are God’s children and salvation is a believer’s by right. Secondly, the gift of holiness; which we engender through prayer, study of Scripture and membership of our community in worship. Thirdly the gift of healing; which is given to us to share with others as we live our lives in God’s love. 


We then recognise Simeon’s words in our lives as we are strengthened by God for his mission within the community and the world. It will be tough at times and very rewarding at others as many will be affected by God’s words and it is up to the congregation of St Michael’s to rise within the community and show the world what it means to be the people of God. 2012 will be the beginning of a new mission from our church, and as we share God’s peace, forgiveness and love amongst ourselves others will recognise that Jesus has given us something special – and we welcome them to join us in that experience.

Your brother pilgrim,

Derek

Looking back, with a glance forward!


The Confirmation group got off to a good start with two Saturday mornings under their belts the children have learned about creation, sin, Jesus and his life and its meaning for us. Please pray for Annabel, Anastasia, Ben, Amye, Chloe and Sally as we move into the New Year. Confirmations take place in April.


Our Christmas celebrations were marvellous beginning with a superb atmosphere at the Carol service with mulled wine & mince pies in church afterwards. Thanks to Eric for the wine and the ladies for all of their hard work in preparing and helping on the night. The Crib Service was well attended and, as usual with this style of service, the children threw a few surprises at Derek, but a good time was had by all as we experienced the Nativity in a very relaxed way. Attendance was brilliant at the Midnight service and on Christmas day, and all left church filled with the joy of the love of God.
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Our 2011 review:


Well I can’t do the full year as I only arrived in July when I met the Church Wardens for an informal visit followed by my application, interview (actually it was a grilling!!) by the Churchwardens and then the Induction and Institution as Rector in October. A marvellous evening, and St Michael’s showed what a good atmosphere you all create as a group. We had our follow up meeting with our Methodist brethren to look back at the Craft Day and how well it went. At that meeting we set up the “Lancashire sings Christmas” session – our thanks to Paul Spencer, Robert, Stuart and others who helped to organise our venue, advertising and printing. As you know over 100 venues in Lancashire took part and it was a great evening with the regulars at the Walmer Bridge Inn joining in the singing.


As I have said above, Christmas was special. For me the warmth of St Michael’s Community has been the highlight of 2011 – long may it continue.


To look forward, 2012 offers plenty of opportunities for pastoral and mission planning, a little more later on in the mag. I would like to introduce coffee after the 10.30 service fairly soon to give a better opportunity for fellowship & allow me to get to know folks. We will see how it goes and look at the feasibility of the same after the 9.00 in future; comments welcome. We have also looked at bringing the Sunday School into church at the Peace so that the children can engage with the church community & we can see how their learning fits in with the Christian journey – watch this space.

2012 also will see the ending of the present Church Electoral Roll and the creation of a new one before the Annual Parochial meeting in April. Please watch out for the notices when Julie gets the information that she will need from Diocese to start the process.
[image: image1.wmf]
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PCC membership
YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!  


The Parochial Church Annual Meeting takes place in April and we need more members. Please don’t hide under “I am busy” or “I simply wouldn’t know what to do” etc. Every one of us can devote about 6 evenings a year plus occasional extra sessions if needed (only volunteers for those!).


This is an opportunity to represent the people of the parish in the running and upkeep of the community’s parish church and everybody contributes – we ALL have ideas, let’s use them.


We also need nominations for the post of Church warden. John has completed his 6 years as warden and, as you know, this is a post that is reviewed/renewed annually at the APCM and once again there are folk out there who can make a difference, I am sure that Eric would welcome a bit of ‘election competition’.


Please consider the above and speak to Eric or John as a matter of urgency. 
Parish Magazine articles


Come on folks, let’s beef up this magazine. We would like to make this a journal of parish life which can be appreciated on the web by the friends of St Michael’s who live abroad (How about something from you guys?) plus we need to be aware that Diocese looks around for interesting magazines for displays and communications events. 2012 sees the second phase of the Transit of Venus & we only have the Queen & Prince Philip as competition so let’s get to it! We need to set about making the people of the parish aware of us and gaining an interest in our magazine & the church and what Jesus offers.                              


You can send in ‘churchy’ jokes, life in the village, how about some ‘historical’ bits from those of you old enough to remember the railway or life before the ‘new’ road which divided the village. I remember one place I used to attend where a parishioner researched a “saint of the month” and put an article about the saint with a prayer. Plenty to think about – but don’t stop there – do something please.                                                           (ctd on p.7)
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All articles to Honey please (jandepenrose@btinternet. com), laid out in ‘Word’ so that she can simply cut and paste, or hand her a piece of paper if you don’t have internet.

Derek

Prayer intentions
 
During the month we pray for:

· Ourselves that we may find peace in our hearts and minds and know the forgiveness of God.

· Our families that as we follow our faith journey we help them to walk alongside our saviour who has taught us how to love and accept love.

· Our friends as we give thanks for friendship and companionship.

· Our church as we pray for unity and peace in the New Year and we pray for every one of the congregation and those people we know best that 2012 will bring joy and a sense of mission.

· We pray for a sense of mission that we become a beacon to the community and also that individually we may share the love of Christ with others in a spirit of joy and love.

· Our community, for all who live and work in the Villages and those who live closest to us that we may share the joy of the knowledge of the love of God.

· The world, 

· We pray for farmers as they are at different stages of the yearly cycle that crops and animals may thrive.

· We pray for those adversely affected by the weather, natural disasters and famine.

· We pray for the war torn parts of the world that peace may return and violence and terrorism become things of the past. 
· We pray for the young men and women fighting for our freedom that God protects them with his Love.
· We pray for all who suffer illness or disability, especially the innocents caught up in war and especially the young men and women of our armed forces who suffer injury.
· We pray for those who have been examples to us in our lives and our journeys of faith who have died. 
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Pastoral Team

I am aware that there exists a group of you who visit our sick and housebound parishioners.


I would like to set up a meeting at the beginning of February to join in a service of Holy Communion and then share experiences and look forward. Stan has done a great job in setting up the group and we need to get things up and running again.


I would also like to invite all who would be interested in visiting, baptism preparation and other pastoral activities in the long term. 


Communion Assistants are licensed to take the consecrated bread and wine to the sick and housebound so I invite you to join us at the meeting. 


Initially our aim is to establish a regular visiting pattern for those who live within the parish who are ill or housebound. We then look at those who could receive communion and – with training and accompanied by Derek initially this ministry can continue with the Communion Assistants. I would like to look at Baptismal preparation following training as this allows parents to meet members of the congregation – the wider church – and not just the clergy. Engagement with church activities is often a result. 


Future ideas may include bereavement visiting and assistance in wedding prep and maybe reading at weddings. The bottom line is we set our stall out over a longish period and nobody does anything that they are not comfortable with.


So I invite all who have an interest (even just a passing interest) to join me at 7.00 on Wednesday 1st February for communion and a meeting.

Derek
Scripture readers and intercessors


It would be great to increase the number of church members who would carry out the readings in our services, if you feel that you would like to offer your services please speak to Derek at the next opportunity.


The intercessory prayer, carried out within the 10.30 services, is a ministry that would lend itself to some of you.

If you would like to know more and carry out a short learning session with Derek please let him know ASAP. It would be good to have lay people carrying out this ministry on rotas and fits within the ideal of mission and ministry within the local church.
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Mission Action Planning – a Ministry Team


One of the things that has quite naturally “stalled” because of the vacancies is the Mission Planning for the parish. 


I would like to set up a Ministry Team to look at a few things around the visibility and mission of St Michael’s within the community.


Tasks would involve looking at the church year and determining ‘special’ services. Looking at the old MAP and, if necessary, starting afresh or developing the themes set a few years ago. 


We could look at such things as working with the treasurer to look at the need for stewardship or working with the Churchwardens and Friends of St Michael’s as to the use of the church during the year. 


The group can advise on vocations and discerning parishioners who may be called as Communion Assistants, Intercessors, Scripture Readers, Pastoral Assistants or Licensed Readers.

We have a blank page and I would welcome comments or suggestions with a view to setting up a committed and robust group in February.
Derek

Verger and Church Cleaning Team


We still need some more volunteers to help with church preparation and cleaning. Val is prepared to work alongside you at first to help you to find your way around & Derek doesn’t bite! 


Verger’s duties involve preparing the altar, changing frontals at the appropriate season, keeping stock levels of bread, wine and lamp oil for the altar candles, opening up for weddings or funerals (for which there is a fee payable) whenever possible.


Church cleaning would be ideal for a rota and takes Val a morning to hoover & dust. VOLUNTEERS PLEASE to Val, Derek, John or Eric.
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From the Parish Registers
Holy Baptism         “We welcome into the Lord’s Family”

4th December
ARCHIE CUSHING, son of William Cushing and Michelle Cushing, of Hesketh Bank
4th December
JOSHUA ANDREW CURLEY, son of Matthew Thomas Curley and Samantha Croll, of Much Hoole

18th December
LIAM RICHARD PHILIP ASHCROFT, son of Trevor Richard Ashcroft and Rachel Elizabeth Orritt, of Leyland.
Holy Matrimony    “Those whom God hath joined together”
11th December
ANDREW IAN EDMONDSON and CHARLOTTE THOMAS, both of Leyland
The Departed         “Rest eternal grant unto them”

11th December
JANE BANKS (Cremated remains), aged 78 years, of Hoole
22nd December
MARY PARKINSON, aged 91 years, of Hoole
From the Register of Services 
                                                 Attendance   Communicants      Collections
27th Nov (Advent 1)
103
33
  £428.05
4th Dec (Advent 2)
  82
73

11th Dec (Advent 3)
  81
76 

18th Dec (Advent 4)
239
60
Church Flowers      
             
                  
Arrangers                            
Donor  

Jan
1st
Christmas


8th
J Martland/J Wilson
    

Vacant




    

Altar: Miss E Swarbrick




    

Children’s Corner: 






Mrs S Birtles


15th
J Aughton & S Westell


Vacant


22nd
B Wignall & A Dalton



Mrs K Leigh


29th
H Johnson



Mr & Mrs P Blakeley

Feb
5th
A Slater & E Kirkham



Mrs M Swarbrick
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Sidespersons’ Rota 

Jan
1st
9.00am
Stuart Tighe


10.30am
Gill Slinger, Norman Skellorn & Tom Wignall


3.00pm
Peter Smallwood


8th
9.00am
Rob McMurray



10.30am
Scott Eckersley, Ted Hopkins & Julie Roe

15th
9.00am
Brian Taylor



10.30am
Elizabeth Hedley and Philip Wilson



3.00pm
Sylvia Douglas


22nd
9.00am
Henry Redshaw



10.30am
Paul Johnson & Richard McIlwain


29th
9.00am
Jeremy Leigh



10.30am
Robert Hawthornthwaite, John Aughton & Rona McClure

Feb
5th
9.00am
Val Van Holsbeke



10.30am
Bill Carr, David Turner & Hazel Wright



3.00pm
Clifford Orritt

Readers’ Rota

              9.00am               
10.30am
Jan 1st
-
J Elphick
Numbers 
Ch 6: v 22-end


M Redshaw
S Eckersley
Galatians
Ch 4: v 4-7
Fri 6th Epiphany  7.00pm
E Hopkins
Isaiah
Ch 60: v 1-6



J Dewhurst
Ephesians
Ch 3: v 1-12

8th
-
D Turner
Genesis
Ch 1: v 1-5


J Wilson
B Wood
Acts
Ch 19: v 1-7

15th
-
R McClure
1 Samuel
Ch 3: v 1-10


S Tighe
G Slinger
Revelation
Ch 5: v 1-10

22nd
-
C Bamber
Genesis
Ch 14: v 17-20


V Van Holsbeke
J Ashcroft
Revelation
Ch 19: v 6-10

29th
-
J Elphick
Malachi
Ch 3: v 1-5


M Redshaw
S Eckersley
Hebrews
Ch 2: v 14-end
Feb
 5th
-
E Hopkins
Isaiah
Ch 40: v 21-end


J Wilson
J Dewhurst
1 Corinthians
Ch 9: v 16-23
Parish Diary 

Mon 9th Jan
Ladies’ Group Committee meeting at Banks Farm 7.30

Tues 10th Jan
Men’s Fellowship – “The Cunard Line” with Kevin Bargen at 7.30pm in the school hall

Tues 17th Jan 
Ladies’ Group AGM & Social Evening at 7.30pm in the school hall
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Ladies’ Group

Our Christmas Coffee Evening, with entertainment from The Glee Men, was very well attended and we all enjoyed the songs that the group sang for us. Thanks to your generous support we will be able to donate a large sum to the Bowland & Pennine Mountain Rescue Team when they come to talk to us in the New Year.


This month is our AGM & Social Evening, when subs of £5.00 will be payable (note we’ve kept the amount as last year!) Please bring a small, wrapped present. The AGM will be followed by some “reet grand” Lancashire entertainment presented by our programme secretaries. We look forward to the evening, and new members will be made most welcome.

Water Aid 

Did you all think we might not be doing this again this year?  Well the PCC apologise for being so slow off the mark in starting this off, but YES, here we go again, supporting this most worthwhile charity and it will run from now until Easter.

Just a reminder of the process:

BUY A BOTTLE OF WATER (and drink it of course), then, fill it up with your loose change, when full, hand it to any PCC member.

ARE YOU A TAX PAYER? If so, please please complete the form available on the notice board and attach it to your bottle; this declaration means so much to charities.

BUCKETS OF PENNIES into BUCKETS OF WATER – this is their sister campaign, so if you feel you cannot fill a bottle, what about dropping your loose change into the bucket when passing.  It will be at the back of the Church (near where the hymn books are).

ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO SUPPORT - if the above does not appeal, there are other things you can do........

· recycle your mobile - see sample envelope on notice board

· shop for life - see brochure on notice board

· access the website for more info:  www.wateraid.org
 A SUMMARY: Over the past 4 years we have, collectively, donated approx £2,655.00 for which they are truly grateful.

 ANY QUERIES? Please do not hesitate to contact any PCC Member - our contacts details are all in the front of the magazine.

 Many many thanks for your past, and hopefully, continued support.

 Barbara Wood, Treasurer PCC
(The above article appeared in the Dec 2011 magazine as a shortened 
version; as we have more space in this month’s we are able to print it in full)
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Signs seen outside churches


“Church Car Park – trespassers will be baptised”.


“Read the Bible – it’s user friendly plus we offer technical support on Sundays at 10.30”.


“There are some questions that can’t be answered by Google”.








