Church Officers

Rector: The Revd Derek A Baines – Tel: 01772 641521;                                         E-mail: baines5253@btinternet.com
The Churchwardens

Mr John Clarkson – Tel: 612855; E-mail: shipsinfocus@btinternet.com

Mr Eric Barker OBE JP – Tel: 614385; E-mail: BARKER21@aol.com

PCC Secretary
Mrs Andrea Susnik – Tel: 615336; E-mail: andrea.susnik@dwp.gsi.gov.uk 
PCC Treasurer

Mrs Barbara Wood – Tel: 617679: E-mail:  bw12252@sky.com
Deanery Synod Representatives

Mrs Avril Wright, Mrs Jane Elphick
Stewardship Recorder/Gift Aid Secretary

Mr Philip Norton – Tel: 07970 798345; E-mail: filnorton@hotmail.com
Magazine Secretary

Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.

Flower Secretaries

Mrs Althea Slater – Tel: 614966, and Mrs Marion Clarkson – Tel: 612855

Electoral Roll Secretary

Mrs Julie Tanham – Tel: 612992

Verger: Mrs Val Simpson – Tel: 614458.

Weekly Giving Envelopes:  Please contact the Churchwardens.

Organisations

Sunday School – meets 10.30am in School, 2nd and 3rd Sunday of the month
Leader: Mrs Kathleen Leigh – Tel: 612196.

Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30pm, 3rd Tuesday, in School.

Leader: Mrs Erika Penrose – Tel 613816; E-mail: jandepenrose@btinternet.com

St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday in School.

Secretary: Mr Ted Hopkins – Tel: 617002.

Friends of St. Michael’s – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church

Chairman: Mr Eric Barker – Tel 614385. 

Secretary: Mr David Turner – Tel 617485.

Social Committee – Contact: Sheila Taylor, Tel: 616850

Hoole St Michael C E Primary School

Head Teacher: Mrs Jo Duckworth – Tel: 613219.

1st St. Michael’s Hoole Scout and Guide Groups – Group Scout Leader: 

Mr Richard McIlwain – Tel 616949; E-mail: mcilwainr@tiscali.co.uk

Church Web Site: www.hoolevillage.com and www.hooleparishchurch.com
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February, Lent and Easter Services
Sunday 5th February
3rd before Lent (Septuagesima)


9.00am

BCP Communion


10.30am

CW Communion


3.00pm

BCP Evening Prayer


4.00pm

Old Mill Court Communion

Sunday 12th February 
2nd before Lent (Sexagesima)


9.00am

BCP Communion


10.30am

Morning Prayer

Sunday 19th February
Next before Lent (Quinqagesima)


10.30am

Holy Communion (CW)


3.00pm

Evening Prayer
We begin the period of Lent during February and the services are listed below:

Wednesday 22nd February is Ash Wednesday, 

School service in church led by the Reverend Steven Hughes at 9.15am 
7.30pm Parish Communion service
Sunday 26th February
9.00am Holy Communion


10.30am Morning Prayer 
Tuesday 28th February 
7.00pm Lent Communion (Rev’d Derek Baines)

Tuesday 6th March 
7.00pm Lent Communion (Rev’d Steven Hughes)

Tuesday 13th March 
7.00pm Lent Communion (Rev’d Sharon Baines)

Sunday 18th March 
The Rev’d Steven Hughes celebrates his last communion with us at 10.30 before he moves to his new parish in Kent

Tuesday 20th March
7.00pm Lent Communion (Rev’d. Derek Baines)

Tuesday 27th March
7.00pm Lent Communion (TBA)

Thursday 29th March 
9.15am School Service in church

Sunday 1st April 
Palm Sunday


Monday 2nd April
7.30pm Said Communion

Tuesday 3rd April
7.00pm Sung Communion

Wednesday 4th April
7.30pm Said Communion

Thursday 5th April 
Maundy Thursday – 11.00 in the Cathedral 
then 7.30 Said Communion

Friday 6th April 
Good Friday
Vigil at 10.00am

Saturday 7th April 
8.00pm Service of light and renewal of   Baptismal Vows

Sunday 8th April 
Easter Day
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The Rector’s Ramblings

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
So far January has given us dry weather with sunny, but cold, days. Driving over the Moss to church is a very pleasant experience if you ignore the slipping and sliding that goes on sometimes (so far I have eluded the ditches!). God’s creation is so close and so beautiful. I have observed Jacob’s Sheep in the sunshine munching away on the winter grass, ponies and horses covered in mud or their New Zealand Rugs just dozing in the sunshine. A buzzard sitting on a hedge no more than 6 feet from the road as I stopped to turn right at a road junction – a good job there were no other cars behind me because I was entranced for a good few moments. Then there is man made beauty in the hedges and boundaries, farm machinery lying about waiting for use and of course buildings – our own church, orange in the wan winter sunlight.


God blessed us with his son and we celebrated his birth and the Epiphany, his visit to the Temple to be named and circumcised at the age of 8 days and the Baptism of Christ when he was 30 years old. As February comes to a close we will celebrate Ash Wednesday when penitents came to church, confessed all that they had done wrong, either to a priest or in the silent prayer and then they had ashes smeared on their heads and left church wearing sackcloth as a sign that they had confessed, repented of their wrongdoings (repent means ‘change direction’) and would receive absolution 40 days later at Easter.


These days I don’t expect that any of us own any sackcloth but the symbolism of repentance, firstly the prayer of penitence asking for forgiveness, even talking to those whom we have wronged and seeking their forgiveness, followed by confession and then in some churches, the sign of the cross made on the forehead in the ash of last year’s palm crosses enables us to realise that we are far from perfect and need God to help us to realise this.

Adam and Eve used their free will to listen to the serpent and one of God’s punishments is that humankind shall return to the dust from which we are made. Jesus came to earth to turn this around, yes we will return to dust, but through the Easter story we 









 (( P4)
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know[image: image4.wmf] that believers are guaranteed eternal life through the spirit of obedience to God’s ways and a deep understanding of wrongdoing leading to repentance and forgiveness which is given so freely and unconditionally as is God’s love.


So when we look out at the fields (In whatever weather we find ourselves) and see God’s created beauty helped by those manmade things which have been honed by the creative skills God gave us, we remember that we are his children and that we should simply bask in his love and recognise our wrongdoings so that nothing spoils that personal relationship that we have with him through Jesus.

Your brother pilgrim,

Derek

Looking back, with a glance forward!


On Friday January 6th we held a service of Holy Communion to celebrate the Epiphany.


The PCC held their first meeting of 2012 and one of the topics discussed was the new Safeguarding children and young adults, policy. Jean Dewhurst has taken the mantle of ‘Under 18’s Coordinator’ and now holds the policy should you wish to see it. We need to go through a risk assessment of our church to comply with the national rules on safeguarding. Health and Safety is another area where we need work and the PCC are looking for someone to work with us to generate a policy based upon a preset document and to implement changes so that, once again we comply with legislation.


It has been agreed that PCC minutes will be published in a shortened form in the magazine so that everybody knows what is happening and that you can comment to those who represent you on the PCC.


During the month we will be saying goodbye to Steven, Mandy and their family as they move to Kent to begin a new chapter in their lives. 





(( P5)
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Looking forward, we are now preparing for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in April and there will be more of this later.


Lent is almost upon us so look out later in this magazine for the services during February and March.


The year ahead offers us many opportunities for mission with both the Transit of Venus and the Queen’s Jubilee falling in June. Watch this space!

Children’s corner:
This is an idea for development in the magazine & we start with:

St Michael’s School, Class 1 visit to church


On the 17th January Class 1 visited church to learn about Baptism. It was a cold sunny afternoon as the crocodile walked down the road to church which was nice and warm inside. We were joined by parents and grandparents.

[image: image5.jpg]


Reverend Derek read the story of Jesus’ Baptism (or ‘Christening’) and then dressed Miss Musson and Mrs Patel in some of the robes. The children wore the coloured scarves, called stoles, and one of the class held the special oil which is blessed in the Cathedral by the Bishop and is used to make the sign of the cross on the child’s forehead. 

[image: image6.wmf]Class 1 had brought their doll, Blossom Rose, and she had the sign made on her forehead. We went up to the font and Revd Derek poured in the water and one of the class held a little wooden dove over the water to show us that God blesses the water and every one of us when we are baptised. 


A sea shell was used to pour the water over Blossom Rose’s head and then a candle was given to the Godparents for her to remind us that Jesus is so important as he shines his love all over us, even in the darkest places.

[image: image7.png]Creation
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On the Thursday Revd Derek gave the class Blossom’s baptismal certificate and “the bird” – our Holy Spirit stayed in class for a while to remind the children about the importance of our baptism. 
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A Word Search puzzle
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Prayer intentions
 
During the month we pray for:

[image: image10.emf]Ourselves that we may find peace in our hearts and minds and know the forgiveness of God.
· Our families that as we follow our faith journey we help them to walk alongside our saviour who has taught us how to love and accept love.

· Our friends as we give thanks for friendship and companionship.

· Our church as we pray for unity and peace in the New Year and we pray for every one of the congregation and those people we know best.

· We pray for a sense of mission that we become a beacon to the community and also that individually we may share the love of Christ with others in a spirit of joy and love.

· Our community, for all who live and work in the Villages and those who live closest to us that we may share the joy of the knowledge of the love of God.

· We pray for the emergency services; Ambulance, Fire services, Police, Lifeboat crews, Helicopter pilots and mountain and cave rescue teams as we ask God to protect them in their work and strengthen them in their caring.

· We pray for all who suffer illness or disability, especially the innocents caught up in war and especially the young men and women of our armed forces who suffer injury.

· We pray for our NHS staff and those working in nursing and residential homes, for Therapists, Nurses, Doctors and all support staff as they care for those in need.

· The world, 

· We pray for Christians in countries where they are persecuted for their faith.

· We pray for the Bible Society as they share the words of the Gospel in far flung parts of the world.

· We pray for the war torn parts of the world that peace may return and violence and terrorism become things of the past.

· We pray for the young men and women fighting for our freedom that God protects them with his Love.

· We pray for those who have been examples to us in our lives and our journeys of faith who have died.
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Ministry Team


I would like to set up a team to look at the Mission and Ministry of our church (including a Mission Action Plan {MAP}).


To this end I will be asking a core of people to join me but feel that such a team needs volunteers as well. We will meet probably twice a year and I would suggest that the first meeting takes place after Easter for a Saturday morning so that we can have a good look at what the church has achieved and then a look at what we really want as Christ’s people in the communities of Hoole and Walmer Bridge. I am anticipating that we will have more of an idea of the Bishop’s Pastoral reorganisation of the “Rawsthorne group” of churches and this team can help guide us towards cluster working as a part of our MAP.


I shall be announcing a date for this team later in the month.

Derek

Finally – your thoughts please


I am contemplating setting up a midweek said Holy Communion service on a Thursday morning at 10.15 a.m. because I am conscious that some folk have to miss some Sundays because of shift patterns at work.


I would be grateful for thoughts and comments and if we get a number of you who would like to take this opportunity then I shall proceed. I would suggest a minimum of 6 of us would make this viable. Many thanks.
Derek

Refreshments after the 10.30 service 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served after the 10.30am Service. A rota has been started, as follows: 

22nd January
Carol & Gill                            

29th January
Erika & Althea                       

5th February
Beryl B, Rona & Jean D        

12th February
Diane & Pauline           

 Iris 


Please consider volunteering – a few more names (including men!) on the Rota displayed in the Church porch would help spread the load (please contact Eric Barker). This is a new idea and you can help to make it work!
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The Bishop of Blackburn

The Rt Revd Nicholas S Reade

Dear Friends

ASH WEDNESDAY 2012


Lent begins on Wednesday 22 February, Ash Wednesday, now less than a month away. I hope that this year, in particular it will be a time of real growth in faith and devotion to our Lord.


While every member of the Church will have his or her own special discipline for this Holy Season I hope we can, together, keep Ash Wednesday as a Day of Prayer and Fasting. Fasting is, of course, part of our prayer, and when we fast we share with our Lord in His fast. Fasting helps us to resist temptation, and is a way of sacrificing a little something to GOD. If you cannot abstain from food, consider abstaining from a luxury or enjoyment, perhaps even having a fast from television?


I ask that on Ash Wednesday all churches in the Diocese of Blackburn be open at times to be decided by the local church, and that there be at least one church in the deanery open all day.

Please join me in keeping Ash Wednesday as a Day of Prayer and 
Fasting for the on-going work and mission of the diocese, and for all young people in our county affected by the current economic recession.


With my prayer that we may be blessed though our keeping of Lent this year,

+Nicholas

Any ideas folks – do we wish to have an open church and advertise it as such with quiet music and different prayers and meditations being available?

Speak to Derek, Eric & John ASAP if you would like us to participate.
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From the Parish Registers
Holy Baptism         “We welcome into the Lord’s Family”
15th December
Teagan Rose Bannister, daughter of              Aclam Bannister and Sharna Chantelle Bannister  of Much Hoole

Holy Matrimony    “Those whom God hath joined together”
The Departed         “Rest eternal grant unto them”

From the Register of Services 
                                                 Attendance   Communicants      Collections
18th Dec (Advent 4)
239
60
£410.70

24th Dec (Crib Service)
85

£52.85


(Midnight Service)
65
62
£263.60

25th 
(Christmas Day)
58
50
£359.22

1st Jan 
(Naming & Circumcision
40
38
£219.35


Of Jesus)



8th 
(Baptism of Christ)
99
40
£655.45

15th 
(2nd of Epiphany)
88
77
£442.10
Church Flowers      
             
                  
Arrangers                            
Donor  

Feb
5th
A Slater & E Kirkham



Mrs M Swarbrick


12th
Mrs M Clarkson/Mrs J Smallwood
Mr & Mrs P Smallwood


19th
Mrs B Wignall/Mrs A Dalton

Mrs Maxfield


22nd 
Ash Wednesday – no flowers in Lent

The Rector and congregation’s grateful thanks go to the Flower Arrangers of St Michael’s for all their wonderful displays throughout the year; also to the donors for their generosity.
Ladies’ Group


Forty members paid their subs at our AGM & Social Evening in January which is a great start to our year. 


After the “business” of the meeting, we were treated to some home-spun high quality entertainment with singing and poetry recitals, all of which raised much laughter, and a quiz – all in all, a very enjoyable evening.


This month, on the 21st at 7.30pm at St Michael’s Primary School, we have Paul Durham of the Bowland & Pennine Mountain Rescue Team, whose talk is entitled: “The Work of the Mountain Rescue”. We look forward to it and welcome new members.


Stop press: Our Garden Party date has now been confirmed as Saturday 30th June, so please make a note in your diary.  
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Sidespersons’ Rota 

Feb
5th
9.00am
Val Van Holsbeke



10.30am
Bill Carr, David Turner & Hazel Wright



3.00pm
Clifford Orritt

12th

9.00am
Stuart Tighe



10.30am
Gill Slinger, Norman Skellorn & Tom Wignall

19th

9.00am
Rob McMurray




10.30am
Scott Eckersley, Ted Hopkins & Julie Roe



3.00pm
Peter Smallwood

Ash Wednesday

22nd 

7.30pm
Elizabeth Hedley & Philip Wilson

26th

9.00am
Brian Taylor



10.30am
Paul Johnson & Richard McIlwain

March 4th

9.00am
Henry Redshaw



10.30am
Robert Hawthornthwaite, John Aughton & Rona McClure



3.00pm
Sylvia Douglas
Readers’ Rota

              9.00am               
10.30am
Feb
 5th
---
E Hopkins
Isaiah
Ch 40: v 21-end


J Wilson
J Dewhurst
1 Corinthians
Ch 9: v 16-23
12th

---
D Turner
Proverbs 
Ch 8: v 1 & 22-31


S Tighe
B Wood
Colossians
Ch 1: v 15-20
19th

---
R McClure
2 Kings
Ch 2: v 1-12


V Van Holsbeke
G Slinger 
2 Corinthians
Ch 4: v 3-6
Ash Wednesday

22nd      
7.30pm
C Bamber
Isaiah 

Ch 58: v 1-12


J Ashcroft
1 Corinthians
Ch 5: v 20b-Ch 6: v10

26th
---
J Elphick
Genesis
Ch 9: v 8-17

M Redshaw
S Eckersley
1 Peter
Ch 3: v 18-end
Mar 4th
---
E Hopkins
Genesis
Ch 17: v 1-7 & 15-16

J Wilson
J Dewhurst
Romans
Ch 4: v 13-end
The Rev’d Paul Spencer

The Revd Paul Spencer, Minister for our Methodist church in Hoole, died on Saturday 21st January in his sleep.

Our Prayers and thoughts are with Susan and the family and also our brethren at the Methodist church.
11
The Friends of St Michael’s


Our main concern is to maintain the fabric and contents of the church, and the churchyard, and in future issues we will tell you more about our aims, and how we go about achieving them.


In the meantime, here is advance notice of three future events which we believe will be of interest. The first is sponsored by the Social Committee and is a Murder Mystery Evening with The Harlequins, at Hoole Village Hall on Wednesday 29 February 2012. Tickets will be £5 including refreshments.


The second event is “Jazz in Church” - a concert by a small group of very experienced and accomplished musicians playing items, which will be popular and familiar. This will take place in the second half of April. Light refreshments will be included and tickets will be £5.


The third event is a Celebratory Parish Dinner to be held at Whalley Abbey on Wednesday 5 June when we will celebrate both HM Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the Transit of Venus. The transit will be visible mainly from the Southern Hemisphere (but we hope to catch a glimpse towards the end of the evening).


The Friends of St Michael’s sponsor the last two events.


Full details will be published nearer the times in the Weekly Pew Sheet, the Parish Magazine and in local adverts, so keep a good look out!

David Turner, Secretary.
Parish Diary 

Fri 10th Feb
Friends of Mulanje Orphans (FOMO) AGM at 7.30pm in the WI Hall, School Lane, Longton (refreshments served)

Tues 14th Feb
Men’s Fellowship: “Spinning a Golden Yarn” with Linda Barton, at 7.30pm at St Michael’s School

Tues 21st Feb
Ladies’ Group: “The Work of the Mountain Rescue” with Paul Durham. 7.30pm, St Michael’s School

Wed 29th Feb
Murder Mystery Evening with The Harlequins at Hoole Village Hall on Wednesday 29 February. Tickets £5 inc refreshments: from the Social Committee (see P1).
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